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You volunteered a  lot  dur ing 
your  t ime as  a  s tudent  how do 
you fee l  i t  a ided you 
(profess ional ly ,  academical ly  
and personal ly)?

As an international student 
volunteering was an escape and a way 
of exploring the Melbourne culture and 
meeting new people. It also allowed me 
to start my organisation and start a 
movement for individuals who felt 
they didn’t have a voice. It wasn’t easy 
but it was worth it. It kept me sane and 
helped me make friends and connect 
with people.

How important  i s  a  sense  of  community  
to  you and why is  i t  important  for  young 
people  to  be  connected to  a  community?  

How was your transition from a 
high-school Zim kid to a Zimbabwean- 
Australian university student? 

It was a rude awakening. I had to learn 
to manage my time, bills, budgeting, 
working and studying at the same time. 
It was a massive challenge but I found a 
great support system to help me stay on 
track and I always reminded myself of 
why I was studying my degrees.

I believe for young people it’s great having a 
community - you don't feel isolated or crazy because 
you find out that you're not the only one going 
through certain uncomfortable moments in life. 
You would be surprised at how many people  are 
experiencing the same challenges and that you have 
something in common with. They say if you want to 
go fast go alone, if you want to go further go with 
others. We need to help uplift each other.  

What was a  hardship  that  you faced whi le  
in  search for  a  fu l l - t ime pos i t ion  and how 
did  you overcome i t?   

I was facing the general stigma that international 
students face in regards to my future here. The 
opportunities I found had what I call the “fine print” 
you needed PR and Citizenship to apply. I never 
gave up though and through networking  I managed 
to get my foot in the door in a big organisation with 
many opportunities. 

What are  your  recommendat ions/t ips  for  
future  graduates?  
My recommendations to future graduates would be 
find out what you would like to do and try to 
volunteer in that area or do an internship. If that 
doesn’t work out build your interpersonal skills and 
think outside the box because most jobs are not 
advertised and you never know who’s hiring it could 
be your barber or hairdresser’s friend. Do not give up, 
nothing worth having was ever easy. 


